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Here we are again, less than
one month away from the
opening ceremony of the 19th
games and the start of OGI
2018.

Welcome

achievement. It doesn’t matter
where someone finishes because
sometimes the bravest thing to
do is to take part. What no one
deserves is to be booed or jeered,
either while they are competing
or once they have finished.

We will all enjoy three days of
blood, sweat and tears from
athletes who have been trainRespect invariably works its
ing hard over the last few
way down from the top, so it is
months with the aim of winning one of those treasured med- important that team managers, helpers and parents set an
als, while hopefully helping their team to be crowned OGI example for their team to follow. Decisions will sometimes go
champions for this year.
for you or sometimes against you, that’s life! There are procedures to follow if someone has an issue to raise, to ensure that
There will undoubtedly be moments of jubilation, disappointa complaint is dealt with fairly. Do not confront another athment, triumph and defeat. That is sport, that is what makes
lete, parent or team manager and please remember that marsport transcend national boundaries, race, religion, politics
shals and OGI officials are volunteers who are not paid and
and ideology. For those of us who enjoyed the winter Olymhave given up their weekend so that the games can take place.
pics, who can forget seeing both North and South Korea
They are trying to do their best, sometimes mistakes will be
marching out together in the opening ceremony or being part
made but that is what they are, mistakes, not deliberate atof a unified ice hockey team. This alone gives us hope.
tempts to deny your team or competitor of a medal.
Bringing people together, making friends and being part of
Lets all work together to make these games an enjoyable and
an event which is open to everyone, irrespective of their sportfriendly experience for everyone. There’s nothing wrong with
ing ability, nationality or race was the reason why OGI origirivalry, friendly banter or chants, it adds to the atmosphere
nally came into being in 1980. These principles are as much a
but please keep them civil.
part of today’s games as they have always been and underpin
our beliefs. Winning, while important, cannot be achieved at Parents and their friends, should be encouraged to come
all costs. It is just as important to show good grace in victory, along to support their children, nothing adds to the atmosdignity in defeat and to achieve your results in a fair and phere more, than having the stands full with the accompanyhonourably way.
ing crescendo of noise. But most importantly have fun, enjoy
the experience and in the words of our much loved first PresWhen an athlete crosses the line, makes a throw or steps onto
ident Vic Heissl “remember that OGI is for your children”
the podium, they deserve respect and recognition for their

Electronic Timing & Photo finish

In an effort to improve the
accuracy of timing and
eliminate errors with results, we will be
introducing electronic timing and photo finishing equipment into this year’s
games.

This is achieved by having
three separate cameras on
the finish line which record the finish
from the front, side and top.

For the system to work it requires that all
athletes now wear their ID number on
We have had a rudimentary type of
the front of their shirt. These will be isphoto finish for a number of years which met most of our sued to the teams at the start of each day and an athlete will
needs but we could not time races with it, which meant that only be allowed to race if they are wearing a number
we always needed lots of volunteer timekeepers.
As an added bonus, it means that we now only require four
Under the new system, timing will be started automatically timekeepers as backup in the unlikely event of a system failwhen the start gun is fired and will record each competitors ure, which means that we will have more people available for
time and finishing position when they cross the finish line. use in other areas.
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Southgate Winter Quiz Night
Q: How do you relax when you’re in
the middle of organising your training and registrations for
OGI 2018?
A: By organising a fundraising quiz night!
And so it was that on a
crispy cold Saturday night
90 odd people of all ages
made their way to St.
John’s Church Hall to take
part in Southgate
OGI’s second fundraising winter quiz.
Ably compered by
Monica and Lisa Bertorelli, the
quiz consisted of 10 rounds of
assorted questions, difficult

enough to keep things interesting
but not so difficult that people
lost heart.
Interspersed with the
quiz, was a raffle, the
customary delicious fish
‘n’ chips and a quick game of
truth or lie won by none other than Mark Murphy.
Overall a very enjoyable and
entertaining evening was had
by all and a big thank
you goes to Francesca and
her team of helpers, all
of whom worked so hard
to ensure that the event ran so
smoothly.
Well done Southgate.

St. Peter’s Afternoon Tea & Bingo
On Sunday 25th February in the St. Guests enjoyed a fine selection of
dainty sandwiches,
Peter’s Italian Social
some delicious cream
Club in Clerkenwell,
tea and rounded off
the St. Peter’s OGI
with some entertaincommittee held their
ing bingo
fundraising afternoon
tea and bingo

Volunteers Needed

Allianz Park

OGI wouldn't be possible without the army of volunteers who
generously forgo their bank holiday weekend to help us with
measuring, timekeeping or marshalling. WE NEED YOU!
So it doesn’t matter how much time you have to offer or
whether you have had any previous experience, if you would
like to help us please contact your team manager or email us
directly on info@ogi-olympics.co.uk.

Traveling to and from Stadium:
By Bus: Route 221 Edgware Bus Station to Turnpike Lane
or 113 Marble Arch to Edgware Bus Station
By Underground: Northern Line to Hendon Central or Mill
Hill East.
By Train: Thameslink to Mill Hill Broadway and Great
Northern line to either New Southgate or Bowes Road and
then bus route 221 to stadium
By Car: Satnav postcode NW4 1RL just off the A1 near Five
Ways corner and can be accessed either via Champions Way
off Page Street or Greenlands Lane off Great North Way.
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The Quick Quiz

OGI Brochure

Another five questions to test your OGI knowledge. Answers
in the next issue.

As in past years, we will
be producing a brochure
for this year’s games
which contains team information and the programme of events. And as
in past years we are looking for people who would
like to advertise their company, products or services in it.

1.

Who is the patron of the OGI?

2.

Which team has won the most OGI titles?

3.

How many swimming pools have been used to stage
OGI galas?

4.

Which famous Italian football team participated in
OGI?

5.

Who has been the most successful OGI team manager?

Answers to the last quiz:
1. Armo Collini
2. Rob Collini 3. Harrow & Wembley 4. 1988
5. 3 (Scalabrini, Sutton & Woking)

Forthcoming Events For 2018
(Apart from OGI)
Classics at the Villa 2018

It not only gets distributed to the parents and spectators over
the three days but also sent out with our promotional literature during the intervening years, which makes it a very cost
effective way of reaching a large audience and a great way of
supporting OGI because all profits made go into the running
of the games.
For further information or to discuss costs please contact us
at: info@ogi-olympics.co.uk

Why not

Being held on the 13th May 2018 in the grounds
of the Villa Scalabrini. Tickets cost £7.50 per
person and under 16’s go free, with all the profits
being donated to charity.
Now into it’s 5th year, this promises to be the biggest and best so far. Classics cars, fine food and
drink, live music and stalls selling a variety of
products. A truly fun day for all the family even if
you’re not a petrol head.
Italia Wasteels 50th Anniversary Dinner/Dance
The oldest Anglo Italian team in London will be
celebrating their golden anniversary on the 19th
May 2018 at The Royal National Hotel.
Tickets cost £55 per person and if past events are
anything to go by, it promises to be a great evening. So why not join them to help them celebrate
this milestone and raise some much needed funds
too.
For further information or to reserve your place,
please contact John on 07958023702, Claudio on
07787831342 or Mario on 07958018001
Scampagnata 2018
Will be taking place this year at the Villa Scalabrini on Sunday 24th June
Italian Procession and Sagra 2018
Will be taking place this year in Clerkenwell on Sunday 22nd July.

Have you ever thought that you
might have what it takes to join
the OGIC or help with the
running of a team?
Both OGIC and the teams are
always looking for enthusiastic people who would like to join
them and if you feel that you have something to offer, why
not speak with a team manager or an OGIC member. You can
either do so over the 3 days of OGI (but please wait for a
break in the games or preferably at the end of the day) or else
contact us via email (all email addresses can be found on the
OGI web site listed below).
You will be able to identify an OGIC member by their white
tracksuit, while team managers normally wear their team
colours, a stressed look and carrying a clipboard (only joking, not all team managers carry a clipboard).
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter or would
like us to advertise an event, please email us on:
info@ogi-olympics.co.uk
For all other information, please refer to our web site at:

www.ogi-olympics.co.uk

